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rand's intervention, however, the difference was settled
amicably.10 England promised to restore the colonies, fish-
eries, factories, and other establishments which France had
possessed on January i, 1792, in the seas and on the conti-
nents of America, Africa, and Asia, with the exception of
the islands of Tobago and St. Lucia, He de France and its
dependencies, and that part of San Domingo ceded to
France by the Treaty of Bile, which was to be returned to
Spain. On this point, too, the circle around the King and
the influence of his marshals had created difficulties by
proposing a plan that was even more favorable to France
and by refusing to adhere to the suppression of the slave
trade. But England had insisted that after having spent
600 million pounds on the war she was not being too
harsh in demanding three small islands from France.
Once again Talleyrand smoothed matters over.11
In his Mdmoires, Talleyrand does justice to the peoples
whose armies were then occupying France: "For twenty
years they had seen their own territories occupied and
ravaged by French armies; they had been forced to pay
all sorts of levies; their governments had been insulted
and treated with utter scorn; there was no outrage for
which they might not have sought vengeance."12 Restitu-
tion would have been a better word than indemnity for
the Allies to demand. Yet they renounced any indemnity;
at Talleyrand's request, they even agreed not to reclaim
the works of art which Napoleon had collected manu
militari throughout Europe. But making peace with France
was only the prelude to the reconstruction of Europe; it
was also necessary to determine what was to become of
the immense territory which had been a part of the French
Empire. One of the fundamental principles of the law of
nations was that occupation by conquest could never con-
10 Webster, op. cit, I, 266-268. Charles Dupuis, Le ministere de Talley-
rand en 1814 (Paris: Plon-Nourrit & Cie., 1919-1920), I, 352 et seq.       *
11 Ibid., pp. 268-270. Ibid., pp. 378 et seq.                           '
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